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Research Focus

» Analysis of incivility in parliamentary discourse
» Focus on Calls to Order (CtOs) in the German Bundestag
» CtOs as observable markers of disruptive behavior and rule violations

Motivation

» Parliamentary debates shape political decisions & public discourse
> Incivility indicates polarization and institutional conflict

» CtOs offer a novel lens beyond sentiment analysis
» Enable automated, large-scale analysis -> supports transparency

Research Gap

» CtOs are largely understudied
» Only limited prior work (e.g., Jenny & Marcelo 2021)

Research Questions

1.Which topics triggered the highest number of CtOs?

2.What are the most frequent classes of triggers for issuing a CtO?

3.How do factors such as political party affiliation, individual politicians,
legislative periods, and debate topics relate to the issuance of CtOs?
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¢ Rule-based matching to
Bundestag member
database since 1949

e Manual schema for
CtO causes

e Topic model

Example of a Call to Order

Speech

Marco Buschmann [FDP]J: ... That with regard to this assassination attempt we insist on announcements
referring to the legal regulations of the Rules of Procedure of the German Bundestag, ...
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Interjection

Beatrix von Storch [AfD]. You are the terrorist!
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Speech

Marco Buschmann [FDP]J. ... is about law and order, democracy, and decency, and we will not be
goaded. ... /&\

Presidency Action all to %/

Wolfgang Schauble: Madam Member of Parliament von Storch, you have just referred to your
colleague Buschmann as a terrorist. | call you to order.
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C: PCO's Party Affiliation

e Sentence segmentation — Excludes negations: e Extracts person names

¢ Annotated XML version Naget) :
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Contribution

> First large-scale study of CtOs (72 years of data)
» Development of a CtO classification schema

» Proposal of a rule-based detection method

» Creation of a new annotated dataset for research

Novel Classification Schema of CtO Triggers

Key Findings

classname a iation iption example example
insult towards  ITC insult towards an reiner [SPD]: Wild gewor- reiner  [SPD|:  Garde
individual individual dener Gartenzwerg! gnome gone wild!
general insult Gl insult towards a Abg. Renner. Die Union der FM Renner. The Union of Fas-
group of people, Faschisten von gestern istfer- cists of yesterday is finished!
party, event, ac- tig
tions, eic.
non-verbal NV non-verbal actions  Abgeordnete der Fraktion Die  Members of the parliamentary
that caused a call Linke halten Transparente und  group Die Linke hold up ban-
to order Fahnen hoch. ners and flags.
not doc- NDV verbal actions that Der Abg. Dr. Richter PM Dr Richter [Lower Saxony]
umented caused a call to or-  [Niedersachsen] wendet sich  tums to the President-in-Office
verbal der but were not dem amtierenden Prasiden- and speaks to him, to the con-
transcribed. ten zu wnd spricht unter an- tinued great agitation of the
dauernder groBer Unruhe des  House, without his words be-
Hauses auf ihn ein, ohne ing understood by the House
dal3 seine Worte vom Haus and the stenographers’ table.
und am Stenographentisch
verstanden werden kdnnen.
miscellaneous  MISH all other verba erd Andres [SPD]: Wie lange  Gerd Andres |[SPD|: How long
actions excluding darf der eigentlich noch reden, is he actually allowed to talk,
direct insults that Herr Prasident? Ist das unbe- Mr President? |s that unlim-

caused a call to
order

grenzt?

ited?

- CtOissuanceis partly subjective, despite formal rules
- Influenced by:

- Session presidents

- Parliamentary dynamics
 Certainindividuals are disproportionately targeted

Patterns of Incivility

- Insults toward individuals are the most common trigger
- Male members receive more CtOs than female members
- Opposition members receive more CtOs than coalition members

Context of CtOs

- Most CtOs occur during:
- Debates on governmental affairs
- Discussions involving actions of the presidency

Overall Insight

e CtOs arerare but structured indicators of incivility
« Patterns influenced by:

* Political context

* Institutionalroles

* Individual behavior

* Despite formal rules, CtOs show subjective and contextual dynamics
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Processed speech transcripts from the German parliament are available in the PoliCorp portal: https://policorp.pollux-fid.de/
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